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“WHY DOESN’T THE CHURCH OF CHRIST HAVE PRIESTS” 
 

 In the Scriptures, we read about priests from 

Genesis to Revelation. Melchizedek is the earliest one 

in history who is identified in the Scriptures as a 

priest, but he certainly was not the last. Some who are 

accustomed to hearing about priests in connection 

with modern-day religious matters wonder why we do 

not have priests in the Lord’s church. The truth is, we 

do – millions of them. Seriously? 

 Sometimes we have to separate human 

expectations from what the Lord expects. We also 

must distinguish between “what used to be” under the 

Old Testament arrangement from “what is” under 

God’s new-covenant plan for His church.  

 If we were to ask people what comes to mind 

when they hear the word “priest,” the concept of many 

folks is that a priest is a male who is identified as 

“Father” and serves as a leader in a particular 

denomination. While in the public eye or carrying out 

religious activities, such a one wears unique clothing 

that distinguishes him from others. Depending on his 

religious affiliation, he may or may not be expected to 

take a vow to remain unmarried. Sound familiar? 

 If, on the other hand, we let the Scriptures answer 

the question, “What does the New Testament teach 

about the priesthood of God’s church,” we find a 

different concept. The book of 1 Peter was addressed 

to those who were the Lord’s select, sanctified, and 

sprinkled-by-the-blood people (1 Peter 1:2). Yes, this 

epistle was written to Christians (1 Peter 4:16). In 

describing those Christians, Peter said, “You also, as 

living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a 

holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ . . . But you 

are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation . . .” (1 Peter 2:5,9; emphasis mine, rdc). In 

these passages, we see that Peter twice refers to 

Christians as a “priesthood.” Because a priesthood is 

made up of priests, the clear conclusion is that Peter 

was calling each of those to whom he wrote “priests.” 

That is correct: under the new covenant, all members 

of the Lord’s body are priests. This comes as a 

startling revelation to some, but it is a biblical fact.  

 If I am a Christian, I should not feel 

uncomfortable referring to myself as a priest. The 

same One who washed us from our sins by His blood 

is the One who makes us priests (Revelation 1:5,6). If 

Jesus made us priests, then priests we are. Of course, 

we ought not boast about such, and we may need to 

give a brief explanation to others who are unfamiliar 

with the Bible’s teaching, but this truth remains 

unchanged: in Jesus, all the saints of God are priests.  

 Under the law of Moses, it was the duty of Israel’s 

priests to offer animal sacrifices (Exodus 29:38-42). 

As priests, Christians do not offer animal sacrifices, 

but instead offer “spiritual sacrifices” (1 Peter 2:5) 

and “the sacrifice of praise” (Hebrews 13:15). 

 Old-covenant priests were expected to “teach the 

children of Israel” all of the Lord’s statutes (Leviticus 

10:11). New-covenant priests also are to teach God’s 

word, both to the lost (Mark 16:15,16) and to the 

saved (2 Timothy 2:2). Let us embrace this aspect of 

our priesthood, too. The priests of Israel were to be 

unblemished in a physical sense (Leviticus 21:16-23), 

while the priests of Jesus are to be blameless in a 

spiritual sense (Philippians 2:15) as they remain 

unspotted from the world (James 1:27).  

 There are some obvious contrasts between our 

priesthood and what was required under the old law. 

Gender – in Israel, only males could be priests; under 

Jesus’ law, females and males are one priesthood 

(Galatians 3:26-28). Biological lineage – under 

Moses’ law, all priests were required to be from the 

tribe of Levi, specifically the descendants of Aaron; 

under the gospel, the door to the priesthood is open to 

people of all nations (Matthew 28:19). Age – in the 

Levitical system, priests began serving at age thirty; 

there is no such age designation under the new 

covenant. Attire – when performing priestly duties, 

Israel’s priests were required to wear special, “holy” 

garments (Exodus 28:1-4); there is no unique clothing 

requirement for Christians. High priest(s) – in history, 

there were many different ones in Israel, each serving 

until his death, and some of them were corrupt; 

members of the church have only one High Priest for 

all time – the sinless Christ (Hebrews 4:14,15). 

 In the New Testament, “priest” is not a religious 

title. It is a description of all who belong to the Christ.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 23 
 

  There are a wide variety of memorable messages 

in this portion of the law. 

 Not everyone was allowed to enter the assembly of 

Jehovah (23:1-8) – For His own reasons, God said that 

certain people or groups of people were forbidden 

from entering the assembly of the Lord. If that is what 

He commanded, was it not in Israel’s best interest that 

they submit willingly to what He said, even though He 

did not always give detailed explanations about why 

He allowed or forbade certain actions?  

 “. . . your camp shall be holy” (23:14) – The Lord 

held the Israelites up to a high standard of cleanliness. 

Those who became unclean were commanded to 

remain outside the camp until the God-designated 

period of time passed (23:9-11). God wanted His 

people to see and accept the clear distinction between 

what He counted as clean and unclean. Furthermore, 

as a matter of sanitation, He gave instructions about 

the proper covering of human waste (23:12,13). What 

if Israel failed to maintain the standard of cleanliness 

and holiness that Jehovah expected? He would turn 

away from them (23:14). So, if they valued their 

fellowship with Him, they would comply willingly 

with His instructions, whatever they might be. 

 “You shall not charge interest to your brother” 

(23:19,20) – Whether it was loaning money or other 

material things, the Israelites were allowed to charge 

interest on loans to foreigners, but not to their fellow 

Israelites. About 1000 years after this law was given, 

it was disregarded by some among the Jews when they 
worked to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall (Nehemiah 5). 

 The seriousness of making a vow (23:21-23) – It 

was not sinful if a person chose not to make a vow 

(23:22). On the other hand, if an Israelite voluntarily 

vowed to Jehovah, then: (1) The vow was a promise 

(23:23), (2) a vow was to be kept/performed, (3) a 

vow was to be carried out without delay (23:21), and 

(4) a failure to keep the vow was counted as “sin” 

(23:21). As God’s people, when we open our mouths 

to make a promise, let us always show ourselves to be 
people of integrity who keep their word. 

 Eating a neighbor’s crops without actually 

harvesting them (23:24,25) – Israelites were allowed 

to eat of a neighbor’s vineyard or standing grain, but 

all were forbidden to take another person’s crops by 

placing them in a container and carrying them off. 

This was a built-in form of generosity and hospitality; 

one would want to remember that his neighbors also 

had the right to turn around and eat from his field or 

vineyard as well. Recall how the apostles once were 

accused falsely of breaking this law (Mark 2:23,24).   
-- Roger D. Campbell 

Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 24 
 

 Like some sections of the book of Proverbs, here 

we see verse after verse of distinct, practical teaching.  

 A certificate of divorce (24:1-4) – Jesus said that it 

was not God’s original intent for divorce to take place, 

but because of the hardness of the Israelites’ hearts, it 

was permitted under the old law (Matthew 19:6-8).  

 Under Moses’ law, a man was allowed to divorce a 

wife in whom he found “some uncleanness” (24:1). 

Many have debated this expression’s meaning. Since 

adultery was to be punished by death (Leviticus 

20:10), then would not the unnamed “uncleanness” in 

Deuteronomy 24:1 be something different than 

adultery? Before a man gave a certificate of divorce to 

a wife from whom he wanted to part, he should think 

seriously about such a decision. One reason for that is 

this: once he divorced her, if she went on to marry 

another man, the first husband could never take her 

back to be his wife (24:2-4). 

 A one-year honeymoon (24:5) – A man with a new 

wife was not to “go out to war or be charged with any 

business.” Instead, he was to be free at home for a full 

year and bring happiness to his wife. While many 

modern-day couples do not have the opportunity to 

have such a lengthy time “off,” it goes without saying 

that everything possible ought to be done to help 

marriages “get off on the right foot.” 

 Dealing in a civilized and respectful way with the 

poor, including those who owed debts (24:10-22):  

- Do not go into a brother’s house to take back a 

loaned item by force (24:10,11).  

- Do not keep a poor person’s pledge overnight 

(24:12,13). 

- Do not oppress a hired, poor servant (24:14). 

- Give a poor, hired servant his wages each day 

(24:15). 

- Do not pervert justice in dealing with strangers, 

fatherless, and widows (24:17). 

- Do not re-harvest your crops: leave whatever 

you did not get the first time to the widows, 

fatherless, and strangers (24:19-21). 

- In showing fairness and kindness to others, the 

Israelites ought to remember how they had 

faced hard times in their lives in Egypt, but the 

Lord delivered them (24:18,22). 

 Personal accountability for actions taken – Fathers 

were not to be put to death for their children, nor were 

children to be put to death for their fathers. Why not? 

“. . . a person shall be put to death for his own sin” 

(24:16). We call that “personal accountability.” One 

might influence the thinking of others, but we all are 
responsible for our own choices (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:10). 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



OVERCOMING PRECONCEIVED NOTIONS AND “MILD” PRE-JUDGING

 When it comes to dealing with other people, we 

convince ourselves that we are open-minded, and we 

certainly are not prejudiced. No way do we have 

preconceived notions about people. Well, maybe we 

have just a tiny amount of built-in prejudice against a 

few people or a certain group of humans, but, hey, we 

are not nearly as prejudiced as some people are.  

 Is that really good enough? Is it sufficient to pat 

ourselves on the back and tell ourselves that our level 

of prejudging is mild in comparison to others? Our 

God calls on us to love people unconditionally, just 

like He does (Matthew 5:45). The Spirit’s description 

of love says that it thinks no evil (1 Corinthians 13:5). 

Having thoughts that someone is evil without any 

legitimate reason for doing so is unacceptable, even if 

I rarely do such a thing.  

 Is it fair to prejudge a person simply because of 

that person’s gender? “Well, everybody knows that 

women make all of their decisions based on emotions, 

but men make them based on the facts.” How 

insulting. We have seen women who were quite 

skilled at decision-making without letting their 

emotions take over, and we have seen males make 

horrible choices because they disregarded the facts 

and followed their feelings.  

 Is it fair to prejudge a person’s work ethic simply 

because we knew someone like him who tended to be 

lazy? Would we not want others to evaluate our work 

habits based on what we personally demonstrate 

rather than based on what they have seen in others? 

Surely so. We call it practicing “the Golden Rule” 

when we strive to treat others in the manner that we 

would like to be treated (Matthew 7:12). 

 Is it God-like to prejudge a person due to his skin 

color? Some do. In certain situations, many do, but 

that does not make it right before God. I have lived in 

places where I was in a tiny minority due to my skin 

color being different from the natives. Does that mean 

that I was different? Sure. But, did being different 

make me inferior in character or unworthy of the 

fellowship of God’s people? Not in His sight.  

 Is it appropriate to prejudge a person because of 

his/her ethnicity? We may have similar skin color, but 

they are a different ethnic group with a very different 

culture. Some Christians struggle with this. Perhaps 

someone from the other ethnic group spoke 

disrespectfully about “my” people. It might be the 

case that some of that group mistreated my ethnic 

group in the past. Maybe the folks from that other 

group seem to receive preferential treatment from the 

government in some areas of life. All of those things 

may be true, but our great God accepts all people who 

serve Him faithfully, regardless of their nationalities 

and backgrounds (Acts 10:34,35). I need to learn to do 

the same. In the Christ, by faith Jews and non-Jews 

are one (Galatians 3:26-28). So are all other children 

of God. 

 Some look down their noses at others whose 

financial standing in life is lower than their own. Even 

in the church, some give off the air that if you are not 

able to pay for your kids to attend a private school, 

well, you are just pitiful and unworthy of being in 

their circle of friends. They will tolerate you inside a 

church building, but, please, outside of the worship 

assembly your associations ought to be only with 

those who have a lower income. Such arrogance must 

have a horrible aroma in the nostrils of God! Jesus 

reached out to the poor, treating them with human 

decency, just like He did everyone else. Favoritism 

based on a person’s financial status is sinful. The 

Bible says so (James 2:1-9).  

 Some Americans have a built-in dislike for people 

who were raised or live in a part of the country (or 

world) that is different than their own. We certainly 

are not the only nation in which such a mindset exists. 

It is an unpleasant reality far and wide. Not everyone 

had a good feeling about people from Nazareth (John 

1:46), Galilee (John 7:52), or Samaria (John 4:9). It 

seems, however, that there were some outstanding 

servants of Jehovah who came from those areas! 

Brothers and sisters, one’s relationship with the 

Godhead and his right to enjoy the fellowship of the 

redeemed has nothing to do with his family’s ancestry 

or the place(s) where he was born, reared, or lives 

currently. What matters is whether one is among those 

“who are of faith” – they became children of God by 

the faith and are in the Christ (Galatians 3:9,26-29). 

 Some Christians are pretty touchy about which 

language a person chooses to speak. It offends them 

when a person addresses them in a language that is not 

the hearer’s mother tongue. Others become impatient 

and unkindly label anyone living in their country who 

is not fluent in the most-widely spoken language. The 

confusion of languages that God caused after man’s 

self-exalting efforts at the Tower of Babel (Genesis 

11) continues to be a factor in human communication. 

Let us not forget, though, that a person’s character, 

integrity, and standing with the church has nothing to 

do with the language that he chooses to use to express 

the thoughts of his heart – whether it be English, a 

local dialect, or a foreign tongue.  

 Let us lay aside, once and for all, our suspicions, 

preconceived notions, and “mild” pre-judging.   

-- Roger D. Campbell 



Romans 8:28 – “ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD”

 The overall theme of the book of Romans can be 

seen in two truths which are recorded in back-to-back 

verses in chapter one. There it is written that the 

gospel of the Christ is God’s power to salvation, and it 

is in it (the gospel) that God’s righteousness (His 

arrangement for making man righteous) is revealed 

(Romans 1:16,17).  

 The message of Romans 8 stands in about the 

midway point of this epistle. It contains instructions 

and reminders that ought to make the heart of every 

Christian soar with joy. It is a comforting message 

about what and Whom we have on our side. After all, 

“If God be for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 

8:31). Such a question in no way implies that God’s 

children never will have opposers or even adversaries. 

What it does indicate, though, is that having God on 

our side is a desirable thing. If we walk with the Lord, 

then these thoughts give us assurance and courage: 

“The Lord is my helper. I will not fear. What can man 

do to me?” (Hebrews 13:6).  

 Back in Romans 8, our text reads, “And we know 

that all things work together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are the called according to 

His purpose” (Romans 8:28). How does this message 

fit into a Christian’s perspective and outlook on life? 

Whatever it means, we must not try to lift Romans 

8:28 out of its context or try to make it say something 

that it does not say. This chapter is a message about 

blessings that come to us because of our sonship, that 

is, because the God of heaven is our Father.  

 Look again at the opening words of Romans 8:28: 

“And we know that all things work together for good 

to those who love the Lord.” Please note that the Bible 

does not say that all things are good. Some things and 

some people are evil. Nor does the Bible say that all 

things work together for good for everyone. No, the 

statement of Romans 8:28 is a word of encouragement 

for those “who love the Lord.” In the context, these 

people are identified as those who “are in Christ 

Jesus” (8:1), “live according to the Spirit” (8:5), and 

“are the children of God” (8:16).  

 Well, if the Bible says that all things work 

together for good for the people of God, does that 

mean that every happening in life ought to make us 

smile? A few chapters later in Romans we read that 

we are to weep with those who weep (12:15), so, no, 

not everything that goes on in life makes us feel warm 

and fuzzy inside. There are occasions when well-

meaning saints speak words with the intention of 

providing comfort, but in fact, they are not helpful at 

all. If a Christian’s grandchild is attacked and 

physically abused, resulting in permanent physical and 

psychological damage to the child, someone might 

quote Romans 8:28 to that Christian with the idea of 

lifting his/her spirits. Is that really what Romans 8:28 

means, that sin makes things work out well? We think 

not. Or, if a typhoon/hurricane destroys all the crops 

of a village, flattens the local church’s meeting place, 

and several people lose their lives, are we really ready 

to quote Romans 8:28 as a way of perking people up? 

Again, we think not. 

 Remember that what is recorded in Romans 8:28 

cannot negate or minimize what is written elsewhere 

in the context (or anywhere else in the Scriptures). 

Several other statements in Romans 8 help us to keep 

the message of Romans 8:28 in proper perspective. 

The words of Romans 8:18 remind us that we can face 

suffering, in Romans 8:26 we read of our infirmities, 

and Romans 8:35 causes us to recall the tribulation, 

distress, and other unpleasant things that we might 

encounter in life as part of the human experience. 

 Not everything in life is pleasant. Not everything 

is fun. Not everything makes us feel good inside. But, 

amidst the trials, storms, and disappointments of life, 

our Father’s love is a constant. In fact, through Him, 

we are able to be conquerors over whatever we might 

face (8:37). That does not mean that on the financial, 

health, and material sides of things all will be well 

with us. It does, however, remind us that we can 

overcome the world by faith (1 John 5:4).  

 We are excited to read in Romans 8 that we are 

joint-heirs with the Christ (8:17), that glory shall be 

revealed in us (8:18), that we are saved by hope 

(8:24,25), that the Spirit helps in our weaknesses 

(8:26), and that we are justified before God (8:30). It 

is in the midst of statements about such God-given 

blessings and promises that we are told that all things 

work together for good to those who love God (8:28). 

That truth does not remove or reduce our infirmities or 

suffering. But, it does indicate that when it comes to 

God’s calling and purpose (8:28), our spiritual well-

being in this life, and our eternal happiness, well, 

those things will work out well for those who love the 

Lord and endure whatever life “throws at them.”  

 Again, when we think about Romans 8:28 and all 

things working together for good, let us think about 

what is God’s, spiritual, and eternal – all within the 

context of His plan for our never-ending salvation. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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